The Good Shepherd School

N THE JESUIT TRADITION

WELCOME BACK, GOOD SHEPHERD FAMILIES

Friday, July 17, 2026
Dear Good Shepherd Parents and Families,

| hope your family has enjoyed a safe, restful, and memorable Summer. As we prepare to begin the 2026-2027 school year, we are excited to
welcome our returning families and extend a heartfelt greeting to those joining The Good Shepherd School community for the first time.

This year will offer meaningful academic, faith-based, and extracurricular experiences designed to challenge students, cultivate their gifts, and
strengthen their confidence as learners and leaders. Our faculty, staff, and leadership team are preparing with great care so that every child
begins the year feeling known, supported, and ready to succeed.

IMPORTANT OPENING DATES

MONDAY, AUGUST 10 Parent-Only Orientation Meeting Time: To Be Determined
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12 Family Welcome Day — Parents & Students Time: To Be Determined
THURSDAY, AUGUST 13 First Day for Pre-K through Grade 4 ONLY Grades 5-7 do not attend
FRIDAY, AUGUST 14 All Students Attend — Pre-K through 7" Grades All Students Report

UNIFORM & SCHOOL-READINESS REQUIREMENTS

GIRLS BOYS
Pre-Kindergarten thru 3r4 Grades: Plaid Jumper w/ Peter Pan-collared shirt Pre-K thru 7th Grades: Green shirt with blue pants or shorts
4th thru 7t Grades: Plaid Skirt w/ Button-down Oxford shirt w/ school logo Pre-K and Kindergarten Only: Mandatory “Velcro” closures

CLEAR backpacks only (No Mesh) ¢ Stanley Cups are Prohibited « Solid Black Tennis Shoes with non-marking soles. No exceptions!

GENERAL SCHOOL SUPPLY LIST: ALL GRADES

+ Clear backpack (No Mesh) + Crayons or colored pencils + Composition notebooks
* Pencils and erasers + Washable markers * Loose-leaf paper*
* Blue or black pens* (Grades 5 thru 7) * Glue sticks * Pocket folders
* Pencil pouch + Age-appropriate scissors (rounded edges) + Kleenex & Hand Sanitizer & Wipes

*Please select age-appropriate supplies. Teachers will communicate any grade- or subject-specific items. Label all personal supplies with the student’s first and last name.

We are also pleased to introduce our newest school leaders: Dr. Gerod Macon, Principal, and Instructional Coaches Ms. Ebony Hamilton,
Ms. Sarah Watkins, and Mrs. lanthia Batiste who bring extensive experience, strong credentials, and a shared commitment to excellent
Instruction. Their leadership will support our teachers and help ensure that every Good Shepherd student receives an engaging, rigorous,
and caring educational experience.
Please watch for additional back-to-school information, reminders, and finalized event times, which will be shared with families over the next week.
We look forward to welcoming your family back and beginning this exciting year together!

With appreciation,

Romero J. Stewart,
Chief Education Officer

GSS

1839 Agriculture Street
New Orleans, Louisiana 70119
504.598.9399

thegoodshepherdschool.org
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Meet Our Newest GSS Leaders!

“Experience, expertise, and a shared commitment to every child”

DR. GEROD K. MACON, SR.
GOOD SHEPHERD PRINCIPAL

Dr. Macon is an accomplished New Orleans Educator and acclaimed
Instructional Leader whose career reflects progressive responsibility and
a sustained record of school improvement. He began as a
Paraprofessional at Harry S. Truman Middle School and later taught
Social Studies at John Ehret High School, where he also supported
student behavior and intervention initiatives. During his tenures as
Assistant Principal at Grace King High School, he led critical areas
including safety, discipline, school operations, special education, and
services for English as Second Learners. Dr. Macon subsequently served
as Principal of both Grace King and John Ehret High Schools before
leading T. H. Harris Middle School. Most recently, he was named
Jefferson Parish School’s 2026 Middle School Principal of the Year. At
each school he led, Dr. Macon raised student test scores; moreover,
every school under his leadership improved its school performance
score by one letter grade. These results reflect his capacity to establish
clear expectations, strengthen school culture, and maintain a
disciplined focus on academic achievement. Dr. Macon holds degrees
from the Darryl S. Brister Bible College & Theological Seminary, Southern
University at New Orleans, Nicholls State University, and Southeastern
Louisiana University. He is also a member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity
Inc. His broad Instructional and operational experience, calm
leadership, and high standards position him to lead Good Shepherd with
purpose, consistency, and an unwavering commitment to excellence.

MS. SARAH V. WATKINS
INSTRUCTIONAL COACH

Ms. Watkins is an accomplished English Language Arts Educator and
Instructional Coach with demonstrated expertise in rigorous, student-
centered teaching. A graduate of Dillard University, she is certified in
English and Social Studies for grades 6-12 and is an authorized Mentor
Teacher through both the State of Louisiana and NIET. Her Instructional
approach develops students’ critical thinking, communication,
analytical reading, and writing while establishing a classroom culture in
which learners are valued, challenged, and empowered. She strengthens
engagement through collaborative learning, relevant real-world
connections, and innovative strategies that maintain high academic
expectations. In 2025, Ms. Watkins received the Milken Educator Award
for the State of Louisiana, recognizing her exceptional Instructional
practice, leadership, and commitment to student success. She also
contributes to professional learning by collaborating with colleagues,
supporting schoolwide initiatives, and continually refining her craft. Her
record of Instructional excellence and educator leadership prepares her
to strengthen literacy, coaching, and professional practice throughout
Good Shepherd.

MS. EBONY A. HAMILTON
INSTRUCTIONAL COACH

Ms. Hamilton brings more than twenty (20) years of experience as an
Educator and Instructional leader across Orleans Parish Public Schools,
Jefferson Parish Public Schools, and several charter school
organizations. She earned a B.S. in Elementary Education from Southern
University at New Orleans and an M.A. in Educational Leadership from
the University of Holy Cross. As a Certified TAP Evaluator, she is prepared
to support rigorous observation, actionable feedback, and the
continuous refinement of instructional practice. Her career has been
grounded in service to inner-city youth and in the conviction that every
child can learn and achieve when educators provide strong instruction,
meaningful encouragement, appropriate motivation, and equitable
opportunities. At Good Shepherd, Ms. Hamilton will collaborate with
teachers, support professional growth, and help translate high
expectations into effective classroom practice. Her extensive

experience, leadership preparation, and commitment to lifelong learning
equip her to advance instructional excellence and improved outcomes
for every student.

MRS. IANTHIA L. BATISTE
INSTRUCTIONAL COACH

Mrs. Batiste brings more than sixteen (16) years of experience in
Education and a strong record of leadership in teacher development,
mathematics instruction, and student achievement. Before joining Good
Shepherd, she served as an Assistant Principal and K-8 Math
Instructional Coach with ReNEW Schools. In that role, she coached
teachers, designed and led professional learning, analyzed student data,
partnered with school leaders, and supported instructional
improvements intended to strengthen outcomes for all students. A proud
member of Delta Sigma Theta, Inc. she earned her bachelor’s degree
from Southern University and A&M College and an M.Ed. in Educational
Leadership from Louisiana State University Shreveport. Mrs. Batiste’s
educational philosophy emphasizes strong relationships, high
expectations, and a school culture in which every student is known,
supported, challenged, and celebrated. Guided by faith and a
commitment to service, she is prepared to build trusting partnerships
with faculty, staff, students, families, and community stakeholders while
advancing consistent, data-informed instruction and a culture of
academic excellence and belonging.

“Together, we begin renewed in mission and
united in service to our students”!

Welcome to the GSS Family!






