
November 2017

DANCING WITH THE STARS, THE GOOD SHEPHERD WAY 2017

Oh What a Night! 
We give thanks to 
God for another 
incredible Dancing 
with the Stars fun-
draising event.  This 
year our ten couples 
took us on a tour 
around the world – 
we began with an 
airplane ride that 
took us to Cuba, 
Mexico, Greece, 
and landed us in the 
U.S. for a tour of 
Route 66 from Cal-
ifornia to Chicago.  
We wrapped up an 
entertaining evening at a New Orleans Jazz club and a German Cabaret!  It truly was a spectacular, 
fun-filled night.  Special thanks to all of our dancers and choreographers on a fabulous event that 
resulted from months of hard work and preparation.  We especiallly congratulate this year’s winners:  

Fan Favorites – Theresa Truxillo, Paul Spitzfaden, and their 
choreographer, Fran Moran; and the Mirror Ball Champi-
ons who received the most votes and raised the most money 
for The Good Shepherd School – Hillary Gibbs Alread, 
Max Gruenig, and their choreographer, Kate Rohm.  The 
program began with the stories of two of our first college 
graduates, Tamera Coney and Myan Sandifer – both began 
their schooling 
at GSS in 2001.  
They spoke to 
the audience 
with confidence 
and clarity about 
the foundations 
they received 
at GSS.  There 
was not a dry 

eye in the room.  Special thanks to all who attended to 
support Good Shepherd and especially to our major spon-
sors: Whitney Bank, Angel Wings Foundation, Ronnie and 
Gwen Briggs, the Wally Pontiff, Jr. Foundation, and of 
course, the New Orleans Marriott whose staff and accom-
modations are second to none!

left to right - Mirror Ball Champions: Kate 
Rohm, Hillary Gibbs Alread, Max Gruenig

left to right - Fan Favorites: Fran Moran, 
Paul Spitzfaden, Theresa Truxillo
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THE PROOF IS IN THE TEST SCORES

 • 2015 – 2016, 69.6% of Good Shepherd students performed at  
  Basic and Above for Math and ELA combined.  In 2016 – 2017,  
  76.47% of our students achieved at Basic and Above.

 • 2015 – 2016, 20.5% of Good Shepherd students performed at  
  Mastery and Above for Math and ELA combined.  In 2016 –  
  2017, 29.41% of our students achieved at Mastery and Above.

 • 2016 – 2017, 79.41% of Good Shepherd Students achieved at  
  Basic and Above and 35.29% at Mastery and Above in ELA only.

 • 2016 – 2017, we have 73.53% at Basic and Above and 23.53%  
  at Mastery and Above in Math only.

 • Additionally, GSS ranks 4th out of 39 schools participating in the Louisiana Scholarship Program. 

SHEPHERDING HOPE TO NEW HEIGHTS

In September The Good Shepherd School celebrated the success of the Shepherding Hope Capital Campaign to date 
and the start of construction on our new campus.  Shepherding Hope supporters gathered at the new NOPSI Hotel on 
Baronne Street – just steps away from GSS – to ring in the new academic year and our last year at the Baronne Street cam-
pus.  Because of their support, construction is underway on the new school building in Gentilly and we are on schedule 
for completion of the project by Summer of 2018.  In addition to the funds raised, we successfully closed on New Market 
Tax Credits yielding a $2.3 million net benefit in August.  The money from these credits is a critical piece of the budget 
for the expansion plans.  Although we have been successful thus far, we have a remaining need of $2.5 million in order to 
complete the campaign and keep our reserves which are needed for maintenance, and the sustainability of the new school.   
 
This year Good Shepherd boasts a record enrollment of over 150 students and our new school building will allow us 
the capacity to nearly double the number of children served.  While others have told our kids, “can’t and won’t” – it is 
the vision of our founder, Fr. Harry Tompson, that we create a new narrative for the least of these in our midst – that 
narrative begins with the words: “can and will”!  With the success of the Shepherding Hope Capital Campaign, we 
will do so with the passion and determination allowing us to reach every underserved child in our city who desires an 
extraordinary educational experience.

HARRY TOMPSON’S GOOD SHEPHERD STUDENTS RAISE FUNDS FOR THE HARRY TOMPSON CENTER

In early October, two GSS 2nd graders, Mya and Tyteina, 
approached GSS principal, Ms. Kelli Ramon with the idea 
to host a bake sale.  When Ms. Kelli asked, “Why do you 
want to have a bake sale?” The two girls responded, “We 
want to raise money for the homeless.”  Moved by their 
desire to serve others, they began the conversation about 
what would be involved in such a venture… who would 
come? how do we market the sale?  Where do we get the 
baked goods?  etc.  So together with the support of Ms. 
Kelli and Campus Minister, Ms. Michelle Lucio, they re-
cruited a committee and to the team was added Kashmir 
and Demyren.  The four students created a plan and a 
timeline.  With the help of handmade posters and word of 



mouth, news of the bake sale spread fast.  When October 
19th arrived, the day of the sale, the baked goods were pro-
vided by the families of the Kindergarten, 1st grade, and 2nd 
grade classes.  Announcements were made by the commit-
tee members over the school P.A. system and shortly after 
lunch, each grade, along with faculty and staff, visited the 
bake sale.  The 7th grade class was recruited to help with 
customer service and sales.  By the end of the day, the bake 
sale committee had raised $355.25 for their noble cause!  
When it came time to decide where the money they had 
raised would go, Ms. Michelle told them the story about 
the founder of both GSS and the Harry Tompson Center 
for homeless persons, and they all agreed that the money 
should go to help the guests of the center.  Additionally, the 6th grade class will be assembling back packs with blan-
kets and toiletries to be given along with the check.  On November 2nd, Ms. Regi Reyes visited the students of Good 
Shepherd to receive the check and back packs and speak to them about homelessness and the mission of the center.

GSS GOES STEM

Science, Technology, Engineering and Math – studies 
show the careers of the future fall under these categories 
and The Good Shepherd School is preparing its students 
with a STEM infused curriculum.  To that effort, preparing 
our kids today for tomorrow’s careers, Ms. Veronica Daniel 
holds weekly science labs for the middle school students.  
Pictured is an egg drop lab where students studied potential 
and kinetic energy.  Ms. Daniel also reviewed Newton’s 3rd 
law with a pressure experiment using seltzer in a film can-
ister.  With STEM, students at GSS are learning to think 
critically and to problem solve. To this end, students were 
presented with various materials (cardboard, tape, straws, 
bottle tops) and told to construct a car from the provided 
materials. They were tasked to work in teams to design, cre-
ate, and construct their group car. Mr. Ryan’s robotics club 
is also a school favorite where students are exposed to technology and creativity in a bold new way.  Children (as do 
many adults) learn best by doing and not by watching.  With hands-on learning, students are both engaged and enter-
tained while gaining the much needed knowledge for success on the LEAP test, in high school and beyond.



The Good Shepherd Nativity Mission School Mission Statement

The Good Shepherd Nativity Mission School, Inc. seeks to help low-income, urban youth in order to 
realize their fullest potential as productive members of society by providing them with an extended 
day, year-round, quality education, integrated with personal, moral and spiritual development and 
continued guidance during the students’ further education.

The Judeo-Christian values which have inspired the Nativity model include a respect for the dignity 
and potential of each person, a responsibility to assist the poor and those in need, a strong sense of 
community within the one family of God, and the obligation to promote a society characterized by social 
justice.  In this Nativity model, students are enrolled without regard to race, color, religion or ethnicity.

Science, Technology, Engineering and Math – studies show the careers of the future fall under these 
categories and The Good Shepherd School is preparing its students with a STEM infused 
curriculum.  To that effort, preparing our kids today for tomorrow’s careers, Ms. Veronica Daniel 
holds weekly science labs for the middle school students.  Pictured is an egg drop lab where 
students studied potential and kinetic energy.  Ms. Daniel also reviewed Newton's 3rd law with a 
pressure experiment using seltzer in a film canister.  With STEM, students at GSS are learning to 
think critically and to problem solve. To this end, students were presented with various materials 
(cardboard, tape, straws, bottle tops) and told to construct a car from the provided materials. They 
were tasked to work in teams to design, create, and construct their group car. Mr. Ryan’s robotics 
club is also a school favorite where students are exposed to technology and creativity in a bold new 
way.  Children (as do many adults) learn best by doing and not by watching.  With hands-on 
learning, students are both engaged and entertained while gaining the much needed knowledge for 
success on the LEAP test, in high school and beyond.   

GSS Remembers a Founder 

The Good Shepherd School would like to remember long-time supporter, Mr. Robert H. Boh who went 
home to the Lord on Friday, October 20, 2017.  Mr. Boh was instrumental in the establishment of the 
school in 2001 and we ask that you join us in remembering him and the Boh family in your prayers.   

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

Spring is right around the corner and so is the  
16th Annual Good Shepherd School Golf Tournament    

MARCH 23, 2018 
AUDUBON GOLF COURSE 

NOVEMBER 28, 2017 
www.iGiveCatholic.org 

GSS REMEMBERS A FOUNDER

The Good Shepherd School would like to remember long-time supporter, Mr. Robert H. Boh, who went home to the 
Lord on Friday, October 20, 2017.  Mr. Boh was instrumental in the establishment of the school in 2001 and we ask 
that you join us in remembering him and the Boh family in your prayers.


