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16TH ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT, MOST SUCCESSFUL IN SCHOOL HISTORY

Picture perfect weather, pipin’ hot beignets and over 150 golf-
ers were just a few of the details that made this year’s Good 
Shepherd School Golf Tournament the most successful in its 
history raising over $76,000 for the school and its students. 
The festivities began with the Tee-Off Pre-Party at the home 
of Tom and Barbara Diano.  Golfers, spouses, benefactors, and 
friends of Good Shepherd all gathered in an ideal setting to en-
joy great food and camaraderie in preparation for the next day’s 
contest. The Dianos were tremendous hosts again this year and 
we especially thank Ryan Gootee General Contractors and 
Blitch Knevel Architects for sponsoring the soiree.

This year’s tournament was a little different – for the first time 
the tournament had a morning and afternoon round.  We 
hosted over 40 golfers for the morning flight, so the day began 
before sunrise, icing down drinks with pastries from NOPSI in hand and a cup of coffee (or perhaps a bloody 
mary).  It was all worth it though, to watch that gorgeous sunrise over the Audubon landscape in preparation 
for an 8:00 a.m. tee time.  

Around 11:30 we had a meeting of the morning and after-
noon flights over lunch provided by Marriott, P&G, and 
Swiss Confectionary, and of course that Café Du Monde 
truck continued to dole out powdery sugared goodness!   
Special thanks to Tito’s Vodka, Coca-Cola and Cooter 
Browns for providing the libations for the day.

All were anticipating the $10,000 raffle drawing being held 
at noon – someone’s day was going to get a lot better.  GSS 
7th grader, Kole White, was there to pull the name and it 
was truly not just a day changer, but a life-changer for Ms. 
Deirdre Sailing! Ms. Sailing lost her husband a year ago 
and is raising three children on her own.  “Money is very 
tight, and I felt like my husband was trying to tell me to 
buy the ticket.  I really thought of it as a donation and never 
thought I’d actually win.  I’m glad I listened to that little 
voice,” said Ms. Sailing.

After the drawing the second flight of golfers set out on the 
sunny course, where the breeze carried the scent of fresh grilled 
beef sliders from Galatoire’s.  Also on the course were treats 
from Acme, Katie’s, Drago’s, Lucky Dog, Pigeon’s, G’s Juice, 
and Deanie’s. 

Last, but certainly not least, none of the success would be pos-
sible without the generosity, time and talent of our committee 
members, benefactors, staff, volunteers, and our title sponsor, 
Royal Honda – who so graciously underwrites much of the 
costs of the tournament.  And of course, AMDG for another 
year of golf and another year of celebrating success at GSS.  We 
look forward to seeing you all next year on April 5th on the 
Audubon greens!

left to right - Myers Marshall, Andrew Noto, 
Meredith Noto, Gary Noto

left to right - Barbara Diano, Carmie Winters, 
Sara and Ryan Gootee

left to right - Tommy Hines presents check from 
Royal Honda to GSS student Kole White
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NEW SCHOOL BUILDING SET TO OPEN AUGUST 1

If you drive down Agriculture Street near the Broad street pumping station, you will 
no longer see the metal walls that were once the home of Gallo Mechanical, rather 
the likeness of a school building is becoming a reality and soon this neighborhood 
will be blessed with the sounds of children playing in their new school yard. 

It is surreal to think that just over a year ago we were breaking ground on Founder’s 
Day.  The excitement is building as the project takes shape and color schemes and 
kinder furniture is of the utmost importance.  School president, Tommy Moran, 

visits the site almost daily to show the site to donors, check in with contractors, and thank sub-contractors for their hard 
work ensuring the building is ready for its new tiny occupants on August 1.  

The Shepherding Hope Capital Campaign to fund the project is experiencing great success; however, there is a $2.5 million 
gap that we are looking to close as we approach the finish line.  For more information on our new school project and The 
Shepherding Hope Capital Campaign, please visit: www.thegoodshepherdschool.org.

NOT YOUR MOTHER’S SCIENCE CLASS

Did you know that an owl regurgitates the skeletons 
of its prey?  Did you know that the systems of the 
body can be replicated as the various attractions in 
an amusement park?  7th Grade Science teacher Ms. 
Veronica Daniel, who claims that she is anything but 
creative, is amazed by the creativity in science and 
works to pass along that creative side to her students.  
She wanted her students to love science like she does 
so she knew she had to make it fun and she loves to 
see how excited the kids get with every new discovery.  
The hands-on nature of the experiments are a part 
of a larger STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, Art, Math) initiative that engages the student 
through interdisciplinary projects.  For example, the 
students were asked to reconstruct the regurgitated skeletons to figure out what exactly 

the owl consumed. The body system project involved critical thinking, and an art element in order to demonstrate the 
systems as an amusement park feature.  However, it’s not all fun and games. Although Ms. Daniel wants the kids to love 
science and love learning, one of her main priorities has been to teach the students how to take notes. Apparently there is a 
“science” to learning science and she helps them figure out how to learn through interpreting scientific texts and skillful note 
taking in preparation for high school.  What you learn in 7th Grade Science may not be the most useful but if the students 
“learn how to learn” science and love to learn about science then she feels like she’s done her job well.  When asked what’s 
next on the horizon for the class she explained that they will be doing a urinalysis… that’s right… a urinalysis – definitely 

not your mother’s science class!



RUN, SHAMROCKS, RUN 

For the first year the students of Good Shep-
herd have participated in Youth Run NOLA, 
a program geared toward getting lower-in-
come youth moving through long distance 
running, teaching healthy habits, positive so-
cial interaction and goal setting and comple-
tion.  “Across the Greater New Orleans re-
gion, many youth, especially those living in 
lower-income communities – lack consistent 
exposure and access to healthy ways of liv-
ing at home, at school, or in their neighbor-

hood” – Youth Run NOLA.   These gaps in 
healthy ways of living can result in obesity 
and other longer-term mental and physi-
cal issues.  Youth Run NOLA enrolls 900 youth from 35 school sites across the 
city.  Our group of 40  girls and boys is led by GSS licensed Social Worker, Ms. 
Catherine Hauth.  Ms. Hauth, and school volunteers, work with the students 
twice each week during the enrichment hour when they go on downtown runs 
together, play games that encourage physical activity, and teach the kids valu-
able lessons in healthy living and positivity.  The GSS students along with six 
employees participated in the 504K in February, a Youth Run NOLA sponsored 
5.04 kilometer run (just over 3 miles) through Crescent Park and the Marigny/
Bywater area.  The event includes music, food and games to ensure the day is 
challenging but fun.  Two of the girls went on to participate in the Crescent City 
Classic held March 31st.  “The CCC was a great time. I wanted to run the CCC 
because I felt that ever since we started YRN,” said GSS 5th Grader, Patricia Petty.  
We are so proud of our Youth Run NOLA crew and Ms. Hauth for all their hard 
work and dedication through this great program.

2018 LIVING WAY OF THE CROSS

For the second year the GSS students with the leadership of GSS Religion Coordinator, Michelle Lucio, put on a Living 
Way of the Cross during Holy Week.  The entire student body participated in this moving dramatization of the Passion of 
Christ beginning at Immaculate Conception Jesuit Church continuing on throughout downtown New Orleans.



The Good Shepherd Nativity Mission School Mission Statement

The Good Shepherd Nativity Mission School, Inc. seeks to help low-income, urban youth in order to 
realize their fullest potential as productive members of society by providing them with an extended 
day, year-round, quality education, integrated with personal, moral and spiritual development and 
continued guidance during the students’ further education.

The Judeo-Christian values which have inspired the Nativity model include a respect for the dignity 
and potential of each person, a responsibility to assist the poor and those in need, a strong sense of 
community within the one family of God, and the obligation to promote a society characterized by social 
justice.  In this Nativity model, students are enrolled without regard to race, color, religion or ethnicity.

WWII MUSEUM FIELD TRIP 

In February, the entire 7th Grade participated in a field trip, sponsored by Roy Glapion and the Beta Group, as a part of 
their Social Studies class.  The students experienced the following exhibits: Pelican State Field Trip in Louisiana Memorial 
Pavilion, Beyond All Boundaries, a 4D film journey through the war that changed the world, Campaigns of Courage, U.S. 
Pavillions.
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